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PRESS RELEASE 

European Chainsaw Standard endorsed 

Even after four years of development, the process to develop a European Chainsaw Standard 
has not lost its attractiveness. This could clearly be seen in the 2nd General Assembly of the 
European Forest and Environmental Skills Council (EFESC) which was held on 1-2 March 2012 
in the European Forestry House in Brussels, when almost 30 participants from 15 European 
Countries and representatives from European Associations met again to decide upon the 
next steps to implement the European Chainsaw Standard in credible certification processes.  

The European Chainsaw Standard proves the skills to operate a chainsaw safely and 
effectively by a certificate. It is based on the same assessment standards throughout Europe, 
and is now ready to be applied. The members of EFESC unanimously endorsed the result of 
more than four years of development work. 

Still, there is work ahead before the first certificate can be issued. National Agencies to 
manage the certification process on national level need to be implemented following a strict 
set of requirements. Keeping momentum in this process is the main goal of the re-elected 
Executive Board consisting of Tom Embo, Roland Tromp and Edgar Kastenholz. For coping 
with the daily administration EFESC has won a keen and experienced partner to host the 
Secretariat: the KWF in Germany.  

Since the beginning of the process, the success of the Chainsaw Standard has been based on 
strong commitment of the actors and broad acceptance in forestry and environmental 
sectors. It is an encouraging sign for further acknowledgement that this General Assembly 
was opened by Arnd Spahn from EFFAT, the trade union umbrella for forestry and 
agriculture workers, highlighting the need for good training and training standards for safety 
and well-being of workers. In this light, EFESC invites all actors and organisations which are 
concerned about skills in the green sectors to become members and activley involved in 
EFESC.  

A strong symbol for founding EFESC with a broad involvement of the whole green sectors is 
that EFESC has chosen the European Forestry House in Brussels, in the political heart of 
Europe, as its official address. 

For more information please contact the EFESC Secretariat  
Sprembergerstraße 1, D-64820 Groß-Umstadt 
Phone: +49 06078 785 51, Email: schoolmann@kwf-online.de 
or visit www.europeanchainsaw.eu  

http://www.europeanchainsaw.eu/

