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Forest based production in Europe

Source: ForesSTAT, FAO

Value added of the forest sector in Europe, 2005
Forestry Wood-products Pulp and paper Total
 industries Industries

milj. € – € million
Europe 19 591 46 317 47 647 113 556

Roundwood production 2005
* 1000 m³ under bark
Soft & hardwood Fuelwood 

Europe 555 177 122 253



Roundwood production in Europe 
by countries

Source: ForesSTAT, FAO
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Employed people in forest sector in Europe -
~ 500 000 people in forestry

Remarkable share of total are 
employed by SME organizations 
– where ?
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Contractors in Forest based value chains –
where can you find them ?
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Contractors in Forest based value chains –
who are they?
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Manual workers

Energy wood  suppliers,
‐Fire log suppliers 
‐Stump removers
‐Hauling/Transport
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Contractors in Forest based value chains –
how many are they ?

Long distance transportation
(truck,ship, train, floating …)

Manual workers Ltd
‐tens of thousands

Energy wood  suppliers,
‐some thousands

Road constructors

Mechanized harvesting service providers
‐many thousands

Wood buyers, planning and logistic experts
‐many thousands

Terminal contractors
‐some thousands

Hauliers
‐many thousands

Diggers Planters
Site preparators

‐some thousands

… and they employ 
more than 200 000 
people !!! 
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Contractors in Forest based value chains – they put 
huge amounts of money on machinery and their life 

for forestry !
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Contractors in forest based value chains –
conclusion

Contractors are 
everywhere. You don’t 
see them, but they are 
linking pin between 
forests and (end)users

Market – raw material usersRawmaterial

Sustainable foretry needs 
viable contractors need for 
good practises,  research, 
development,  training, funds to 
risk investments, etc..
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Contractors in forest based value chains – IF 
NOT AT ALL or NOT PROFESSIONALS

Market – raw material usersRawmaterial

‐less effectiveness
‐less flexibility
‐less quality 
‐more expenses
‐more employed 
‐more occupational accidents ?
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